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In 2009 we came together at Gaaysiigang to take on some of the pressing issues of the day – ocean acidification, dead zones, fisheries collapse,
pollution, aquaculture. It was an important first step. Ten years later, Haida citizens, Haida Gwaii residents, representatives from local and regional
organizations, and staff from Haida, provincial, and federal agencies came back together to look at the actions we have taken, celebrate what we
have achieved, and to write the next chapter.
Key objectives of the forum were:
1. Report on actions taken to implement the 2009 Gaaysiigang forum recommendations.
2. Produce a dialogue and methods around implementing Haida Gwaii marine and integrated management plans.
3. Identify barriers, solutions and next steps at the individual, community and government levels to move forward with implementation.
Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang was a collaborative initiative by:
• Council of the Haida Nation
• Parks Canada
• Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development
• Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Steering Committee: Molly Clarkson, Judy Hilgemann, Berry Wijdeven, Khataya Lindsay Galbraith, Hilary Thorpe,
Christine Pansino, Mostafa El Halimi
Master of Ceremonies: Michael Nicoll Yahguulanas
Facilitator: Gid Uuwans Dana Moraes
Lead Coordinator: Jamie McDonald
Youth Coordinator: Chloe Clarkson
Proceedings Writer: Jones Davies & Davies/sd
Graphic Design: Jones Davies & Davies/sd
Haida Language
Unless otherwise noted, both Xaayda kil (Skidegate Haida dialect) and Xaad kil (Massett Haida dialect) are used in the Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang
Proceedings in that order, followed by the English translation in italics. Place or subject names from the southern portion of Haida Gwaii are
included only in Xaayda kil.

from

GAAYSIIGANG SDING / SDANG
AN OCEAN FORUM FOR HAIDA GWAII
Haida Heritage Centre at Kay Llnagaay

Published, December 2019
COUNCIL OF THE HAIDA NATION – MARINE PLANNING
#1 Reservoir Rd.
HlGaagilda, Haida Gwaii
V0T 1S0

March 1 & 2, 2019

Collaborators

HAIDA NATION

Sponsors
Transports
Canada

PROCEEDINGS

Transport
Canada

COAST FUNDS
GORDON AND BET TY

Gwaii Trust Society

MOORE

F O U N D A T I O N

THE ART reproduced throughout this publication is used
courtesy of the artists and project sponsors.

G AAYSII G AN G
THE ONE WHO WATCHES THE WAVES ...

THE ONE WHO COUNTS THE WAVES, THE ONE
WHO TELLS US WHEN
		
TO LAUNCH THE

CANOE.

CONTENTS
1.

WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER AMAZING THINGS HAPPEN

2. THERE ARE 5 WORLDS BELOW US, THERE ARE 5 WORLDS ABOVE US
3.

OPENING REMARKS – THE ANSWERS ARE HERE

4.

THE PROMISE - MEETING EVERYONE’S EXPECTATIONS

5.

THE TREASURE – RESIPROCITY & VISITATION

6.

CALLS TO ACTION – THE WORKSHOPS

7.

THIS IS WHAT WE SAY AND HOW WE SAY IT - A REFLECTION

8.

MICRO MARINE LIFE - THE ART & THE PROJECT

9.

TIMELINE OF HAIDA GWAII MARINE GOVERNANCE

10. YOUTH ART, ACTIVISM & ADVENTURE

GAAYSIIGANG SDING/SDANG
DECLARATION
The People and Participants of Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang, meeting at Kay Llnagaay on 		
March 1st and 2nd 2019;
Are mindful of the strong and cooperative relationships between the Haida Nation and 		
Haida Gwaii communities;
As demonstrated through the commitments to work together outlined in community 		
protocol agreements and the cooperative opportunities established by the Gwaii Trust.
Recognize the ongoing joint and shared decision-making by the Haida Nation and 		
British Columbia;
And celebrate the achievements of the Haida Nation and Canada through the Gwaii Haanas
Archipelago Management Board and the SGaan Kinghlas-Bowie Seamount Management
Board.
Notwithstanding the above, we are acutely aware of the enormous amount of work that
remains to be done.
Declining ocean health and environmental uncertainty present still greater challenges. We
have not yet made things right.
Building on our experience and achievements, we identify the need to establish a collaborative
decision-making model on Haida Gwaii to manage marine activities.
This model will:

WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER,
AMAZING THINGS HAPPEN.
O
n a bright weekend in early March 2019, we gathered together to
celebrate what we have collectively accomplished and to write the
next chapter of Haida Gwaii’s oceans story.

We heard from local managers, planners, and policy advisors about the work
underway to protect Haida Gwaii, to create sustainable economic opportunities,
and to maintain and support Haida and Islands’ cultures, identities, and connections with the land and sea. We heard from international experts about community-based management of Indigenous and Islands tourism. We worked together
to identify what is working well, where our challenges lie, and potential solutions
to bring forward in the next ten years.

Collectively, over 200 participants from every community in Haida Gwaii
developed and endorsed the Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Declaration (opposite)
which expresses the participants’ collective call to establish a collaborative
decision-making model on Haida Gwaii to manage marine activities based on
our Islands’ way of being and firmly grounded in yahguudang/yahgudang respect.
As partners in hosting Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang: An Ocean Forum for Haida
Gwaii, we wish to express our appreciation to everyone who came out to help
shape the future of Haida Gwaii. We also wish to thank the forum facilitators,
presenters, organizers, and volunteers for their hard work.
T’alang gud ad hlGang.ulxa gen gina ‘láa sGun Giisda is gang / T’alang gud ahl
hlGangulgaang sluu gin k’aldangaasaang / When we work together, amazing
things happen.
Sincerely,
Nang Jingwas Russ Jones				 				
Council of the Haida Nation

Be based on our Islands’ way of being and firmly grounded in yahguudang/yahgudang respect;
Establish a marine economy that distributes benefits fairly and is based on restored and
healthy ecosystems; and
Establish a single, integrated, and consensus-based body for marine decision-making that
applies to all sectors including tourism, transportation, and fishing.
In this way, we will further demonstrate to the world that the Haida Nation, Canada, and
British Columbia are working together through yahguudang/yahgudang respect and the
spirit of reconciliation to bring about justice, truth, responsibility, and transformation.

Nang Kaa Klaagangs Ernie Gladstone 			
Parks Canada Agency

			

Len Munt
					 			
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and 		
Rural Development

Sandra Davies									
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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THERE ARE
THERE ARE
THERE ARE
THERE ARE

IN THE BEGINNING

WORLDS BELOW US,
WORLDS ABOVE US
WORLDS BELOW US,
WORLDS ABOVE US

PROLOGUE: An abstract of a section of Xuyaa Kaagaangaas

THE CHARACTERS

K’aygang.nga LlGaayGa Haida storytelling experts, are charged with
perfect recitation of Haida histories, memorized in fluent Xaayda Kil.
What follows is a partial summary of K’aygang.nga, the Haida canon
of oral histories, and does not represent an official version.

Xuuya				
Raven			

Water covered the Islands. Xuuya flew about in search of somewhere
to land. The supernatural beings lay like giinuu piled atop one another
at K’il. The weaker supernaturals slept on the surface of the expanse in
disarray. It was both light and dark.

K’il						
Flatrock Island. Its name means
‘out’, as in to extinguish flame.

Beneath the water, Nang Kilsdlaas sat in his house stoking burning
crystals. Taadll was also settled in the house and wore a yellow cedar
bark headband. One day he rose from where he sat, ran out through
the doorway and called; he then returned to his usual place. This continued for some time. At last Nang Kilsdlaas asked, “Why are you crying?”
Taadll answered, “They told me the supernatural beings have no place
to settle.”
The following day Taadll continued as before. Nang Kilsdlaas looked
over his shoulder and said, “Stop. You’ll make my head ache. I’ll take
care of it after a while.”
After flying about a while Xuuya pushed his beak into the sky above
him and drew himself into it. He then had himself born into a high-ranking family of a five-row house town there. After causing some mischief,
the people of the town suspected he was an imposter. They placed the
child in a cradle and cast him downward. They watched the infant
tumble through the sky and strike the water.
Xuuya drifted, weeping continually until he fell asleep. He awoke to
the words “Your chinGa kuunigaay invites you into his house.” Xuuya
looked about but saw no one. Then he waited, peering through an
eyehole in his marten skin. Yaxudada appeared from below the water
saying, “Your chinGa kuunigaay invites you into his house”, before
diving again.
Xuuya saw he was bumping against a two-headed kelp and when
he stepped upon it he found that it was a two-headed monumental

Giinuu					
Sea cucumber		

Nang Kilsdlaas				
One Whose Voice is Obeyed
Taadll					
Common loon
Kilslaay				
A man of high esteem
Yaxudada			
Pied-billed grebe
ChinGa 		
Grandfather
Kuunigaay				
Powerful
Diida Xwaa Gwaay.yaay
Shoreward country
K’ada Xwaa Gwaay.yaay		
Outward country
Xaayda Gwaay.yaay			
Haida Gwaii
K’aada Tllgaay 			
Mainland
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PLEASE NOTE: This story 									
uses HlGaagilda Xaayda kil.

column of stone. He climbed down the column into the sea. There
he found a house.
Someone from within the house called saying, “Enter grandson. Word
arrived that you would come to borrow something from me.”

When he put one in the water,
Diida Xwaa Gwaay.yaay stretched out and
the supernatural deities dwelling on the
surface of the expanse swam to it.
The other grew into land without end and
became K’ada Xwaa Gwaay.yaay.
These places are also called Xaayda Gwaay.yaay
and K’aada Tllgaay.

Xuuya entered the house. An old man with hair, white as a gull, sat
within. He sent Xuuya to the rear of the house to fetch a box hanging
from a string in the corner. Xuuya retrieved it and the old man removed
the cover. Inside, five boxes nested within each other. The old man
removed them one at a time until he was holding the smallest box. This
box contained two cylindrical stones, one white and sparkly, the other
dark. The Kilslaay handed Xuuya the stones saying, “Dii.uu dang iijii.
Waasii asing dang iijii.” Some slender, blue creatures moved together
along the tops of the house screens.
The old man instructed him, “Place this round speckled thing in the
water, and after you have laid this black one in the water bite off part
of each and spit it upon the rest.”
When Xuuya went to do as instructed he instead placed the black one
in the water first, bit the speckled one, and spit it upon the black one.
Therefore, the bits of stone ricocheted. Then he bit off part of the black
one and spat it on the black one, and did the same with the speckled
one. The pieces that stuck became primordial trees.
When he put one in the water, Diida Xwaa Gwaay.yaay stretched out
and the supernatural deities dwelling on the surface of the expanse
swam to it. The other grew into land without end and became K’ada
Xwaa Gwaay.yaay. These places are also called Xaayda Gwaay.yaay and
K’aada Tllgaay.
Hawsla.

THE ANSWERS ARE HERE

“‘Gaaysiigang’ is the one who watches the waves, the one who counts
the waves, the one who tells us when it’s time to launch the canoe into
the waves. Today, you have answered the call to pick up a paddle and
to get to work. The timing is perfect – the wave is ready for us to leave
the beach.”

On behalf of the Haida Gwaii Marine Steering Committee, Master of
Ceremonies Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas and facilitator Gid Uuwans
Dana Moraes welcomed everyone to Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang. “The
partners have created this space for you to step into this canoe and set
the direction for where this vessel is going. This is a metaphor which we
will be using over the next couple of days,” Yahgulanaas said.
Ten years ago, over two hundred residents and guests came together
to discuss marine issues at local, regional and international scales, and
to make recommendations on how to build a sustainable local economy
that would protect the ocean and our way of life on Haida Gwaii.
“Today, we are back together to report to all of you on the work that
has been done, to share information about the challenges and opportunities we are still facing, and to collectively plan the next ten years of
work,” Yahgulanaas said. “What else do we need to do to make Haida
Gwaii a better place?”

OPENING REMARKS

Facilitator Gid Uuwans Dana Moraes and
MC Michael Nicoll Yahgulaanas open
the forum.

Speaking to over 200 participants, Yahgulanaas reminded them that the
primary goal in 2009 was to promote dialogue between governments,
communities, and people who are connected to the marine environment and whose livelihoods depend on the sea. In the intervening
years, many of the goals set at the first Gaaysiigang forum have been
accomplished. In addition, marine agreements have been signed to
protect areas around the islands and planning and plan implementation
initiatives are underway. These are bringing a different type of management to the ocean and are being accomplished through informed,
community-supported direction.
‘Gaaysiigang’ is the one who watches the waves, the one who tells us
when to launch the canoe. “And because you are here today you have
become that person,” said Yahgulanaas. “In 2009, we took the strength
of the community and applied it to other agencies, we learned to work
together. We asked them to identify solutions that would improve the
health of the oceans and our economy, to help us understand how planning can get us there. It has been ten years of work and now we have
to move into further action and you [here today] have to tell us what we
need to do.”
“Today’s gathering is unique, the work we are doing rarely happens
anywhere else. Today we continue to build new models! Don’t peer
over the horizon for answers, the answers are here. It is here, now and
through the good work over the next two days – individually and collectively, communities and governments – that we will set the canoe’s
course. Don’t take this work casually,” Yahgulanaas said, “as we’re
going to welcome others, including agencies and governments, and
give them the opportunity to also make a difference!”
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THE PROMISE

MEETING “EVERYONE’S” EXPECTATIONS
Mayor Josie Osborne, was invited to Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang - An
Ocean Forum for Haida Gwaii to share her experience of Tofino’s
transition from a resource dependent seaside town to one heavily
based on ecotourism.

Tofino is situated in Tla-o-qui-aht territory at the end of the Esowista
Peninsula along the southern edge of Clayoquot Sound. Prior to being
elected mayor, Osborne worked with the Nuu-chah-nulth people
for ten years as a fisheries biologist and that relationship deeply informed her personal growth and understanding about community
and its economy.
Back in the 1990s, the town’s economy was driven mainly by resource
extraction – logging, fishing and associated services. Since then,
residents have re-focused the economy on ecotourism as the original
industries fell off. However, there are still many challenges facing residents today, including the requirement for infrastructure to service
the burgeoning tourism market. Considering the similarities between
Haida Gwaii and Tofino, Osborne shared the experience of Tofino’s
transition highlighting their successes and challenges as the town
reinvented itself.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Tofino is a small town but hosts more than 700,000 visitors annually
and like Haida Gwaii, many of its residents share a strong sense of
community and have developed deep relationships with the place and
its people. It’s those connections and the desire to stay in one place,
Osbourne says, and that has led to over 550 people owning a business
licence in a town of just 2000 full time residents. The businesses are a
mix of resort lodges like Tin Wiis, owned by the Tla-o-qui-aht, small hydro projects, and locally owned small businesses catering to residents
and tourists.

JOSIE OSBORNE is Mayor of Tofino, BC.
After completing a Masters in Resource
Management at Simon Fraser University
and prior to becoming Mayor in 2013, she
worked as a fisheries biologist for the Nuuchah-nulth Tribal Council and as the Executive Director for the Raincoast Education
Society. Ms. Osborne believes in community-driven economies that incorporate
sustainability and capacity building. She is
committed to building a resilient economy
in Tofino that will sustain local livelihoods,
promote human well-being and community
development.

According to Osborne, most of the business owners in Tofino are not
looking to enrich themselves but are looking to accommodate their
personal lifestyles, which focus more on ‘life rewards’ and a passion for
what they are doing than a big bank account.
To ensure the sustainability of the small businesses, which powers a
significant percent of the economy, the town runs a few marketing
streams which are funded in a variety of ways, one of them being a
small tax (2-3%) which is applied to every visitor who stays in a place.
That tax is used by local destination marketing organizations to promote the town in a way that fits with the residents’ idea of who they
are and match visitor expectations.

4.

Another component is data gathering, she offered. According to
Osborne, data is crucial as it gives decision makers and planners the
ability to know exactly the number of visitors arriving each season,
when they are coming, what they are doing, and where they are staying. This data supports businesses and marketers developing strategies
to meet the community’s shared economic and social goals, such as
expanding the tourism season to the winter by marketing ‘storm watching’ or limiting visitation during certain months of the year to enable
business-owners to take a break!
Lastly, Osborne shared her knowledge of the Tofino Ambassador
Program. The program offers four courses: Small Town, Big Picture;
Rainforest Ecology; Marine Ecology; and Nuu-Chah-Nulth Lands & Waters. The courses are invaluable to people new to the tourism industry
and lays out what is expected of them when interacting with visitors,
the social and cultural history of the area, what the business life consists
of, and community values. This means that visitor questions are answered consistently by staff that are knowledgeable about the area, its
people, ecology and values.
Wrapping up, Osborne left the forum with 10 thoughts to keep in mind
when considering tourism and Haida Gwaii:
1. Know who you are.
2. You cannot be all things to all people.
3. Community comes first, always.
4. Think at least a generation out.
5. Be careful what you ask for. Remember you are marketing to
your future residents.
6. Champions and solutions are in your community - 			
leadership matters.
7. Transformation is economic transition and social justice.
8. Is it really about growth? What kind of growth?
9. Tourism operators are community members too.
10. Tourism is a means, not an end.

THE TREASURE
RECIPROSITY & VISITATION

“I went down to the water and dug my grandfather’s half-buried canoe
out of the sand,” explained Hone Mihaka. It was a canoe that had been
used to provide food for his family but had fallen into disuse, in part a
reverberation of the social and cultural trauma that the Ngāpuhi (the
Māori nation which Mihaka is part of) and other Indigenous nations
around the globe had experienced throughout the years. But on that
day, with his grandson in his arms, Mihaka started an act of recovery
that set him on a path that would grow a business, revive a culture, and
protect the ‘treasure’ of Ngāpuhi customs, rituals, traditions, future
aspirations and home.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

In 2003, Hone dug the canoe out of the sand. Two years later, large
cruise ships (3,000+ passengers) started arriving in the Te Hiky o te
Ika region of Aotearoa. At first it was just three but by 2019, 72 were
mooring each year. In those early years, Hone watched the way tourism and his culture was being promoted and interpreted by others and
decided to address the problem. To do so, he began a small business
to show visitors what Māori culture really is. With a renewed insight
into his own culture, he saw the power of the story he could tell and
the impact that could have. By working with friends and neighbours he
was able to renew cultural practices, restate their community values,
and tell their own story. This combination of perspectives provided a
unique experience to cruise ship visitors who really wished to know
more about the people and place they found themselves in.
Today, that concept is more than relevant and the original business has
grown to accommodate the expanding market. Mihaka and crew now
pick up their guests in 40-foot Waka Taua (war canoes) who are provide with paddles, food and a steersperson. They then spend the day
learning about the landscapes around Ngawha Northlands, the Waitangi River and the Bay of Islands, in Māori and English. Guests hear about
the living features, customs, rituals and other lifeways of the Ngāpuhi
as they propel the canoe around the waterways.
Mihaka equates the cruise ship industry to fishing. He lightly calls his
approach to tourism as being a catch and release program but his bait
is different from other tour companies, he remarked. It’s not one of
“singing in front of 400 people each day, we don’t want that, that’s
exploiting our culture.” He tells a different story.
“They don’t need to understand everything that you say because
when you use your own cultural tools they understand who you are.
‘You can show it to me, and I will know it; you can tell me about it, and
I might remember; but if you involve me, I will understand,’” he said. It
is a reciprocal relationship, where guests receive an understanding of
where they are and what they are looking at by people who know the

HONE MIHAKA is a Māori historian from
Aotearoa, New Zealand and Principal
Director of Taiamai Tours, a company which
teaches visitors about indigenous experiences. Hone shares his knowledge of Māori
territorial waters with visitors, using local
customs onboard 50-foot Māori canoes and
telling stories that have been passed down
generations. In 2014 ‘National Geographic:
Traveller’ recognized Taiamai Tours as one
of the “World’s Top 50 tours of a lifetime”.
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place better than anyone and the hosts receive some ‘caviar,’ Mihaka
added, taking the fishing analogy further. Mihaka also likes the rhythm
of the tour ships; they arrive in the morning and leave in the afternoon
and during that time about $1-million worth of ‘caviar’ is invested into
the community, he exclaimed. In addition to the water-based tours,
guests also enjoy a market of locally made goods, which was expanded
recently to also include other Māori nations from the surrounding area.

HE HERENGA WAKA, HE WHITIWHITI WHAKAARO,
HE WHITI WHITI KORERO, EU KO TE MARAMATANGA.
Where ever canoes are tied up,
thoughts are exchanged,
dialogue is exchanged
and enlightenment
comes forth.

This experiential approach has garnered praise among a diverse global
clientele and won the company many awards including one from the
National Geographic Traveller, which recognized them in 2014 as being
one of the World’s Top 50 Tours of a Lifetime. This innovative approach
has also opened the door to working with others. Mihaka established
a business partnership with Princess Carnival Cruise (PCC); one that is
founded on Māori principles, values and ways of being in the world,
not the cruise lines’.
Operators like PCC now recognize that their clients are looking for
unique, high quality cultural experiences, delivered by people who are
rooted in place. “They need us more than we need them,” he said.
“And, we get into the future without compromising our values and
principles that come from the past, and to do that with the trust and
confidence of the Elders.”
And his grandson? The one in Mihaka’s arms in 2003? Today he is on
the water guiding, a repository of cultural knowledge, and actively
protecting the ‘treasure.’

CALLS TO ACTION

The six dialogue sessions over two days were set up to provide information of current marine planning and implementation activities and
to elicit further comment and direction. Dialogue session facilitators
heard a range of responses from the community that were consistent
across all workshops: the importance of Haida language, culture and
clan governance, and the desire to bring these values into many aspects
of Island culture; sustainability of resource use; personal accountability;
respect for all things; local control; the desire to build a new economy;
the importance of supporting youth; and the interconnectedness of the
land, water, people.
Haida Gwaii residents and friends of Haida Gwaii have incorporated
these priorities in their planning for many years. This intergenerational
direction is firmly rooted in individuals, families, businesses, institutions,
and government and is founded on community values that are most
often based on Haida teachings.

THE WORKSHOPS

You can’t separate the land from the ocean or the air – it all works together. The sound management of the islands considerably diminished
resources was at the top of many people’s minds, as well as where
those resources go, how they are consumed, and who has the authority
to make those decisions. Ensuring the sustainable use of resources and
the necessity to grow that supply was noted by many.

< Lucy Stephanyk facilitates a People and
Environment breakout session.
< More than a dozen people participated in
the Our Changing Economy breakout session
examining possible futures for Haida Gwaii’s
economy. Facilitated by Berry Wjideven.

It was also clear from the dialogue sessions that there is fear in the
older generation of losing the cultural foundation that got us this far.
Community elders emphasized that passing on that world view is crucial
to the well-being and future stewardship of Haida Gwaii. Figuring out
how to do this is the challenge and was common narrative throughout
the two-day forum.
“We’re in a restorative, a regenerative time here on Haida Gwaii and
even globally”, said Gaagwiis Jason Alsop, President of the Council of
the Haida Nation at the closing of the forum. How do we restore and
regenerate both ourselves and the ecosystems that support us? How
do we make things right? How do we articulate that into actions for
governments, communities, clans, and individuals? This is the challenge
the forum faced.
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I. RESPONSIBILITY
GOVERNING OURSELVES

THIS IS WHAT
WE SAY AND HOW WE SAY IT
A REFLECTION IN REAL TIME BY JOHN DAVIS

As one of the ’voyagers’ at the Gaaysiigang forum in 2009 and as we set out once again on our		
journey at this forum, I thought the most useful thing I could do was to listen to others, record 		
their voices and share what I had heard.
Following are some of the many messages conveyed by elders, leaders, speakers and community
members, and I believe each of these statements holds great wisdom.

2009 Gaaysiigang Recommendations
All levels of government were asked to coordinate
their planning and to consider the land and sea
together in those efforts.
2019 Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Reporting Out
That request was acted upon and today we see
government-to-government agreements that
outline how they work together; Haida, Provincial
and Federal governments planning and implementing management plans together; and, the marine
and terrestrial ecosystems being considered as one
entity, as seen in the Gwaii Haanas Gina ‘Waadluxan
KilGuhlGa Land-Sea-People Management Plan.
2020+ Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Recommendations
• Continue to move all aspects of Haida Gwaii life
towards local decision-making.
•

Reset the All-Islands Protocol Table with the
intention of establishing a more coordinated
approach to fundamental issues, such as 		
electricity, internet and transportation.

•

Work together at all levels of government to
develop a clear plan to transition all sectors
to a sustainable economy based on locally
defined benchmarks.

								
Look after the treasure and it will look after you.							
There is power in relationships that you gain from living in a place.					
Where the canoes gather there is dialogue between people.

•

Foster relationships between decision-makers
and communities to ensure a consistent
approach to management planning and
implementation based on community values
and knowledge.

ABOUT THE VOYAGE AHEAD 						

•

Recognize and incorporate matrilineal customs
and knowledge into decision making.

•

Hold each other up high and motivate each
other. Support current leadership and nurture
individuals, especially youth, who are looking to
assume leadership roles in the future.

ABOUT COMMUNITY 								

Community comes first – always!									
You have a right to a home.										
Our friends are our neighbours.										
We work from a principle of respect for people, living things, the ocean, and the supernatural.		
Residents are teachers and sharers of knowledge.

ABOUT HAIDA GWAII

Solutions require advocacy by individuals.								
Our youth have already taken a stand.									
Gather allies to build structural change.									
You cannot manage what you don’t measure.								
Know who you are – document it, say it. 								
Champions and solutions are already here – leadership is required.					
Think at least one generation ahead.								
Change English place names on maps to Haida.								
Sometimes the shortest way to a destination is not the best way.					
Use Haida Gwaii values – a code of conduct for users of land and resources.				
Build a Haida Gwaii dream – land and water.
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•

Develop an Islands-wide approach that will bring
youth into all discussions and decision-making.
Get youth out onto the land and water to learn
about Haida Gwaii so that they are informed
about approaches to sustain the Islands culture
and environment.

CALLS TO ACTION

Facilitator Stuart Crawford and participants in the People and
Environment Workshop.

What We Said				
Build a Haida Gwaii ‘restoration economy’ based
on restoring damaged lands and waterways to
bring them back to a pre-exploitive state where
resources can be used again but with a different
measure for what is ‘sustainable’ .

II. INTERCONNECTEDNESS
2009 Gaaysiigang Recommendations
In 2009, initiatives were identified to invigorate
Haida culture and language; bring Haida culture
and values into management plans; and, ensure that
youth develop a relationship with the land and sea.
2019 Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Reporting Out
Today, management plans developed on Haida
Gwaii are founded on Haida values, which include
the values of respect, responsibility, interconnectedness, balance, seeking wise council, and, giving
and receiving. The plans are designed to support the
living Haida culture and the Islands way of life. Haida
language is used extensively in all planning work and
documents, including in the naming of Haida Gwaii
protected areas.

•

•

Learn the Haida language by making it a priority.
Use Haida place names in daily communication
and make use of the language resources provided (e.g., glossaries, phone applications, Haida
keyboard font).
Provide opportunities to Haida Gwaii youth for
enjoyment and experiential learning on the water. This could include work placement programs
on boats to learn hands-on skills through activities such as food fishing and processing.

IV. BALANCE

2009 Gaaysiigang Recommendations
Over ten years ago it was recommended that protected areas be created that would have little or no
fishing based on acceptable and effective protection
targets, and take into account the effect of fisheries on ecosystems, including habitats, other marine
species and human communities. People wanted to
curtail unsustainable fishing practices and support
more sustainable fishing opportunities that benefit
local communities.

2009 Gaaysiigang Recommendations
Islanders foresaw the coming decline of an economy that was linked to exploiting ocean and forest
resources. In response, people wanted to see a rapid
transition from the extractive economy of the past to
a future based on sustainability, supported by locally-developed guidelines for economic development
on Haida Gwaii.

PEOPLE and ENVIRONMENT

CULTURE, IDENTITY and RELATIONSHIPS
with the LAND & SEA

2020+ Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Recommendations
• Take care of Haida Gwaii as a path towards
healing and reconciliation at the individual,
family, clan, and community levels.

III. RESPECT

CALLS TO ACTION

Facilitator Jaad K’iinas Catherine Rigg moves the discussion along in the
People and Environment Workshop.

bringing more elders into schools, and other youth
programming.
•

Steward the land and ocean resources to sustain
livelihoods and put food on the table, and support
the production of local food.

2019 Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Reporting Out
The result of those recommendations are new marine
protected areas (SGaan Kinghlas – Bowie Seamount,
Gwaii Haanas strict protection zones, CHN-BC
protected foreshore areas, and the Protection Management Zones in the Haida Gwaii Marine Plan) and
ongoing marine protected area planning. Governments are developing an ecosystem-based approach
to fisheries management as part of implementation
of the Gwaii Haanas Gina ‘Waadluxan KilGuhlGa
Land-Sea-People Management Plan (2018), and are
working together to prepare, prevent and respond
to marine emergencies.
2020+ Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Recommendations
• Be accountable, reduce your impact on the
Earth and be mindful of your own consumption
and habits.
•

Get involved in citizen science and environmental
stewardship projects, which can include shoreline
cleanups, recycling, alternative fuels, eliminating
single-use plastics, invasive species monitoring ...

OUR CHANGING ECONOMY

2019 Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Reporting Out
Today, Haida Gwaii plans include spatial plans to
guide which activities can take place in specific areas
and implementation initiatives support sustainable
marine sector growth, including: marine tourism;
shellfish aquaculture; community-based fisheries;
marine research and monitoring; and marine-based
renewable energy.
2020+ Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Recommendations
• Build a Haida Gwaii ‘restoration economy’ based
on restoring damaged lands and waterways to
bring them back to a pre-exploitive state where
resources can be used again but with a different
measure for what is ‘sustainable’ (e.g. value-added seafood and forestry products). Key ideas for
this future economy include stream/ shoreline
restoration, sewage treatment, adapting to climate change and sea level rise, restoring species of concern, collecting data, and monitoring
human activities.
•

Develop a contingency plan in the event that the
current state of diminishing resources continues
to a state of collapse.

•

Expand and support the Rediscovery and Mount
Moresby Adventure Camp programs. Bring in
elders and families to participate in activities.

•

Revitalize old programs, such as salmon enhancement and coordinate these activities so they
occur in all communities.

•

Conduct an economic analysis to look at what
businesses could be expanded and what
infrastructure requirements are lacking.

•

Support initiatives that expand our shared understanding of the Islands’ cultural history/present
to build bridges and community understanding.
Ideas include the creation of a de-colonized
history curriculum, sharing knowledge and skills
among Haida and across cultures (e.g., language,
food harvesting, food growing, customs), and

•

Conduct research to further your understanding
of environmental issues.

•

Support the cultivation of entrepreneurial skills
through workshops, mentoring and post-secondary programs.

•

Support and participate in the local tourism
associations and actively engage in discussion
and solutions regarding the increase in visitors to
Haida Gwaii.

What We Said				
Provide opportunities to Haida Gwaii youth for
enjoyment and experiential learning on the water.

•

Educate visitors and the public through an Islands-wide tourism ambassador program about
Haida protocol, species of concern, sensitive areas,
respect for the environment, past local cultural history, and contributing to the local economy.

V. GIVING and RECEIVING

ENGAGING with HAIDA CITIZENS,HAIDA GWAII
RESIDENTS and STAKEHOLDERS in HAIDA GWAII,
PLANNING and IMPLEMENTATION
2009 Gaaysiigang Recommendations
Creating meaningful opportunities for Haida, Islanders
and stakeholders to learn about, and have a say, on how
the ocean is treated was paramount in 2009.

CALLS TO ACTION

2019 Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Reporting Out
Since 2009, Haida, Provincial, and Federal governments
have engaged with Haida citizens, Islands residents, and
stakeholders through internal working groups, advisory committees, open houses, community events, and
forums. These contributions have been essential to the
identification, planning and management of Haida Gwaii
protected areas and other marine processes over the
past decade.
2020+ Gaaysiigand Sding/Sdang Recommendations
• The future is looking for leaders. Share your
priorities for change with local, regional and
national politicians. Run for positions of leadership
in the community, regionally or nationally.

Top: Molly Clarkson facilitates discussion in the Culture, Identity,

•

Relationships with Land & Sea Workshop . Middle – Khataya
Lindsay Galbraith ensuring discussion points are recorded. 		
Above – Judy Hilgemann lines up the issues arising from 		
the dialogue.

•

•

Contribute to the public discourse by sharing
your knowledge and experience with others,
by attending public meetings and forums, joining an
advisory committee or working group, and participating in open houses.
Encourage youth to get involved in Islands leadership through initiatives such as the Haida Gwaii
Youth Council, Youth Assembly, and the Gwaii Trust
Youth Board.
Support initiatives that focus on healing trauma and
re-connecting people to land and sea, so that everyone can participate in islands leadership.

VI. SEEKING WISE COUNCIL

BEST INFORMATION, ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT, 			
SEARCH and NEW KNOWLEDGE

RE-

2009 Gaaysiigang Recommendations
It was recommended that governments improve
decision-making by using the best information
available, including traditional and local knowledge
and the latest science, and initiate local research to
fill information gaps. In addition, the resulting plans
should be flexible enough to respond to climate and
ecosystem changes.

		

2019 Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Reporting Out
Today, all planning and plan implementation initiatives in Haida Gwaii are based on Haida traditional
knowledge, local knowledge and the best available
science. Information from monitoring and other
sources is used to adapt the management of Haida
Gwaii over time. Partnerships between governments
and local organizations, universities, and research
networks continue to improve our knowledge and
understanding of Haida Gwaii.
2020+ Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Recommendations
• Integrate planning and plan implementation
initiatives to increase effectiveness.
•

•

•

Increase and improve communications across
and between governments and communities.
A more informed populous is seen as integral
to the successful implementation of 		
management plans.
Work together to gather environmental data,
and train community members to do this work.
Report on data trends, and use this information
to set direction for future work.

CALLS TO ACTION

Top: Khataya Lindsay Galbraith leads the workshop on Our Changing
Economy. Above left – Gudt’aawt’is Judson Brown speaks to an
issue with Jaasaljuus Yakgujanaas looking on. Above right – Nang
Jingwas Russ Jones reports back to the assembly following the
workshop segment.

Continue to develop partnerships with other
Nations, universities, colleges, and like-minded
institutions to address knowledge gaps.

What We Said				
Support initiatives that focus on healing trauma
and reconnecting people to land and sea, so that
everyone can participate in Islands leadership.

MICRO MARINE LIFE
THE ART & THE PROJECT

O

bserving the micro while thinking about the
macro was the starting point of a project that
saw over 50 students and artist Judy Hilgemann
examine microscopic marine life
in relation to the greater issues
facing the oceans today, including the profusion of micro-plastics and ocean pollution.
Through a series of painting
lessons, students observed, researched and discussed the state
of the oceans and the micro-organisms that are the building
blocks for all life which inhabits it. Focusing on these little
animals, students put their ideas
down on canvas and the result is
a wide range of visual perspectives – fully rendered creatures
and subtle details, all manifested
in vibrant high quality acrylic
paint and imbued with the students’ learning. The art lessons
raised the students’ awareness
about the state of the oceans,
locally and globally, and their
natural curiosity drove discussion
on all aspects of ocean health.
The completed canvases were
presented in a show and were
hung prominently at Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang 2019.
Throughout the three days of the forum, the art generated further discussion from forum participants and praise
for the quality of work and the innovative approach to
teaching about the environmental and social complexities
facing the oceans today.
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A TIMELINE OF HAIDA GWAII
MARINE GOVERNANCE

Since before time, the Haida Nation has managed and conserved
terrestrial and marine ecosystems in accordance with its customs,
laws and traditions. Following is a short timeline of marine-related
events over the past 40+ years.
> 1974
The Council of the Haida Nation
(CHN) is formed:
“BE IT RESOLVED THAT this
[Assembly] direct the Executives
in the formulation of a proposal
for negotiating a land settlement,
the Executive seek the formalization and retention of Aboriginal
Title rather than surrender their
aboriginal rights forever.”
> 1975
A petition with signatures from
over 500 residents call for an
immediate moratorium on all
logging within the South Moresby
Wilderness Protection Area until
environmental impact studies are
completed and delivered to the
Province of BC. BC promises to
have their Environmental Land
Use Committee (ELUC) place the
South Moresby Wilderness Proposal on its agenda.
The BC Forest Service issues
cutting permits for Lyell Island.
Logging begins on Tllga Kun
Gwaay.aay Lyell Island also known
as Athlii Gwaii.

> 1981
SGang Gwaay is designated a
National Historic Site and a World
Heritage Site by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).
HlGaagilda Skidegate community
members volunteer to look after
villages in the southern portions
of Haida Gwaii, creating the Haida
Gwaii Watchmen Program.
> 1985
Council of the Haida Nation declares Gwaii Haanas a Haida Heritage Site. The stand on Tllga Kun
Gwaay.aay Lyell Island also known
as Athlii Gwaii begins in October –
for three months – to prevent the
destruction of the Hlk’yah GawGa
Windy Bay watershed.
> 1986
South Moresby Caravan: A fundraiser concert and whistle stop
tour by train – starting in St.
John’s, Newfoundland – travels
7,500 km across Canada.
Looking Around Blinking House is
built at Hlk’yah GawGa Windy Bay.

> 1987
Canada and BC sign the South
Moresby Memorandum of Understanding to stop logging in Gwaii
Haanas.
> 1988
Canada and BC sign the South
Moresby Agreement, transferring
the terrestrial area from provincial to federal jurisdiction under
Canadian law and paving the way
for Canada to designate the area
a ‘National Park Reserve.’
> 1990
The CHN upholds Haida law at
at K’iis Gwaay Langara Island to
protect salmon stocks and ensure that salmon would continue
to run from Alaska in the United
States to the Fraser River in British
Columbia.
> 1993
The Haida Nation and Canada
sign the Gwaii Haanas Agreement.
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A TIMELINE OF HAIDA GWAII MARINE GOVERNANCE

The agreement describes how
the Haida Nation and Canada’s
views diverge on sovereignty
or ownership and converge on
objectives concerning planning,
management, operation and use
of the archipelago. The agreement
also establishes the Archipelago
Management Board, a body made
up of equal representation from
the Haida and federal governments that makes decisions via
consensus.
> 1997
Shell Canada, Petro-Canada,
Chevron Canada and Mobil Oil
Canada give up their petroleum
leases within the boundaries of
the proposed Gwaii Haanas
National Marine Conservation
Area Reserve.
> 1998
The CHN launches Operation
Herring Storm where Haida boats
take to the water to bring attention to the re-opening of the
commercial herring fishery.
> 2002
The CHN, on behalf of all citizens
of the Haida Nation file the Haida
Statement of Claim with the Supreme Court of British Columbia.

Canada enacts the Canada National Marine Conservation Areas
Act which provides the federal
government with the authority to
establish national marine conservation areas.
> 2003
The first Gwaii Haanas Terrestrial
Management Plan is signed.
The Constitution of the Haida
Nation is formally adopted, mandating the CHN to settle the issue
of Title and Rights and ensure that
the Haida relationship with land
continues in perpetuity.
The Haida Gwaii Strategic Land
Use Planning process is initiated
and runs until 2005.
> 2004
CHN tables the Haida Land Use
Vision: Haida Gwaii Yah’guudang
with the land use Community
Planning Forum. The document
outlines what must be done in
accordance with yahguudang/
yahgudang respect to bring land
and resource use into balance, including the identification of Haida
Protected Areas and measures to
protect ecologically and culturally
important species and features.

Protocol Agreements are signed
between the CHN and the municipalities of Port Clements and Masset, confirming the commitment
of parties to work together to
create a future that will support a
healthy environment and develop
a sustainable Islands economy.
Further protocols are signed in
2006 with the Queen Charlotte
Regional District Electoral Area
D (now the North Coast Regional
District) and the municipality of
Queen Charlotte, and in 2008
with Electoral Area E.
Haida Nation v British Columbia
(Minister of Forests), [2004] 3
S.C.R. 511 becomes the most
cited decision of the Supreme
Court of Canada. The decision
refers to the Crown’s duty to
consult Aboriginal groups prior
to exploiting disputed land.
> 2005
Islands Spirit Rising is launched by
the Council of the Haida Nation
and local communities to draw
awareness to the failure of the
Government of British Columbia to fulfill its responsibility to
consult with the Haida Nation on
forestry policy as ordered by the
Supreme Court of Canada.

A TIMELINE OF HAIDA GWAII MARINE GOVERNANCE		

The Haida Nation and the Province of BC sign a Letter of Understanding committing the parties
to develop and implement a new
approach to land use planning,
building on the work completed
through the Haida Gwaii Land Use
Planning Process
> 2007
The CHN publishes Towards a
Marine Use Plan for Haida Gwaii:
A Discussion Paper, which outlines the objectives and strategies
needed to begin taking care of
the sea around Haida Gwaii.
The Haida Nation and the Province of BC endorse the Haida
Gwaii Strategic Land Use
Agreement.
The CHN initiates the Haida Marine Traditional Knowledge Study.
> 2009
The Haida Nation and the Province of BC sign the Kunst’aa
guu – Kunst’aayah Reconciliation
Protocol which establishes shared
and joint decision-making respecting lands and natural resources on
Haida Gwaii.
Gaaysiigang: An Ocean Forum for
Haida Gwaii takes place at Kay

Llnagaay, resulting in recommendations for making changes to the
way we treat the ocean.
> 2010
The Haida Nation and Canada
sign the Gwaii Haanas Marine
Agreement. The Archipelago
Management Board is expanded
to six members: three from the
Haida Nation, two from Parks
Canada, and one from Fisheries
and Oceans Canada.
The Gwaii Haanas National Marine
Conservation Area Reserve is
established.
> 2011
CHN publishes the three-volume
Haida Marine Traditional Knowledge Study summarizing information gathered from interview with
54 Haida citizens.
CHN publishes the Ocean Way of
Life map, a large format poster
including over 500 Haida names
for ocean and freshwater bodies,
settlements, and supernatural
beings.
> 2012
Over 200 Haida and Islands’ residents speak to the federal government’s Energy Board Joint Review

Panel against the Northern Gateway Pipelines project proposal.
> 2013
At Hlk’yah GawGa Windy Bay
the first pole in over 130 years
is raised to commemorate the
twentieth anniversary of the Gwaii
Haanas Agreement.
The Hereditary Chiefs Council,
CHN, Old Massett Village Council and Skidegate Band Council
endorse the Haida Accord. The
Accord commits the parties to
working cooperatively as a Nation to protect and enhance the
well-being of Haida Gwaii and
Haida citizens.
> 2014
The CHN, in partnership with
seven other First Nation governments, apply for a judicial review
of the federal government’s
approval of the Northern Gateway
Pipeline Project.
The Russian cargo vessel,
Simushir, loses power about 20
nautical miles off the west coast
of Haida Gwaii during a storm and
drifts to within 5.6 nautical miles
of shore before being rescued and
towed to Prince Rupert.

A TIMELINE OF HAIDA GWAII MARINE GOVERNANCE

> 2015
CHN and the Province of BC
approve the Haida Gwaii Marine
Plan, which identifies acceptable
marine uses that support sustainable communities on Haida Gwaii
while protecting and where necessary, restoring marine ecosystems.
CHN applies for, and is granted, an injunction to prevent the
opening of the commercial herring
fishery surrounding Haida Gwaii.
CHN hosts a workshop – Lessons
from the Simushir – with federal and provincial agencies and
response organizations to discuss
the 2014 Simushir incident. The
workshop develops recommendations to improve on accident prevention and emergency response
systems in the North Coast Region, including Haida Gwaii.
> 2016
The Federal Court of Appeal
released its decision (Gitxaala
Nation v Canada, [2016] FCA 187)
to overturn Canada’s approval of
the Northern Gateway Pipelines
Project, on the basis that Canada’s approval of the project failed
to fulfill its constitutional duty to
consult First Nations.

> 2017
The Haida Nation and the Province of BC sign an implementation
agreement that outlines how the
parties will work together to put
the Haida Gwaii Marine Plan into
practice, including the establishment of the Haida Gwaii MarineManagement Board to oversee
implementation.
Indigenous governments, including the Haida Nation, the Province
of BC, and the Government of
Canada endorse the Pacific North
Coast Integrated Management
Area (PNCIMA) Plan.
> 2018
The Haida Nation and Government of Canada agreed to increase the level of protection at
the SGaan Kinghlas – Bowie Seamount Marine Protected Area by
closing all bottom-contact fishing.
The Haida Nation and thirteen
other Indigenous governments
sign the Reconciliation Framework
Agreement for Bioregional Oceans
Management and Protection
with the Government of Canada. The agreement establishes
a governance process for Haida
Nation-Canada engagement on

oceans protection, including marine transportation and PNCIMA
implementation.
The Haida Nation and Canada
announce the completion of the
Gwaii Haanas Gina ‘Waadluxan
KilGuhlGa Land-Sea-People Plan.
The parties increase the protection of Gwaii Haanas ecological
and cultural features through the
creation of terrestrial and marine
zones, including strict protection
zones in the marine environment
where extractive activities such
as commercial and recreational
fishing are restricted.
> 2019
CHN announces it will intervene
in the Ahousaht fisheries appeal in
support of Nuu-chah-nulth Nation
commercial fishing rights.
The Haida Nation and Canada
announce the completion of the
SGaan Kinghlas-Bowie Seamount
Marine Protected Area Management Plan. The Plan provides a
respectful path for management
and protection of the area by the
SGaan Kinghlas-Bowie Seamount
Management Board.

YOUTH ART,
ACTIVISM
ADVENTURE

HAAWA /HAW’AA
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n order to ensure that youth engagement
with the forum was directed by the youth, the
Gaaysiigang Sding/Sdang Youth Coordinator
visited classrooms at GidGalang Kuuyas Naay and
Gudangaay Tlaats’gaa Naay secondary schools
to ask what engaged them most about marine
planning, climate change and conservation, and
what activities linked to these themes they were
interested in pursuing.

The partner agencies would like to thank the following organizations and individuals for their
contributions to the forum:
SPONSORS
						
Coastal Opportunity Funds, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, Gwaii Trust Society, Transport Canada,
Marine Planning Partnership, Gwaii Haanas (Parks Canada)
BREAKOUT GROUP LEADERS 							
Nang Jingwas Russ Jones, Gudt’aawt’is Judson Brown, Meghan Cross

The resounding answer from students was that
art, sports, and exploring the natural beauty of
Haida Gwaii were all activities they were eager
to take part in and could see ways to learn about
these themes ‘by doing’. Co-created opportunities for youth engagement in forum themes
included:
•

•

BREAKOUT GROUP FACILITATORS							
Berry Wijdeven, Khataya Lindsay Galbraith, Lucy Stefanyk, Miranda Post, Jaad K’iinas Catherine Rigg,
Jaasaljuus Yakgujanaas, Stuart Crawford, Hilary Thorpe, Jason Thompson, Molly Clarkson, 		
Judy Hilgemann, Christine Pansino, John Davies
RESOURCE PEOPLE									
Yalh Kulh Jaadas Laina Holland, Barb Rowsell, Craig Bennett, st’aaga kuns Margaret Edgars,
Jadxaayyas Fallon Crosby, Captain Gold, Leandre Vigneault

Secondary school students created a mural
that illustrated the themes of marine conservation and the final work was displayed at the
forum. The mural making process created a
space for students to have complete creative
control over a project and a way to express
their thoughts about the future of their Islands home.
Film screenings and workshops took place at
both secondary schools and were facilitated
by Beyond Boarding, a BC-based environmental non-governmental organization. The
workshops used art, individual and collective
creativity to bring about awareness of environmental and social injustice. “All of workshops were received with great enjoyment
from the students,” said Tamo Campos of
Beyond Boarding. “It was powerful to see
the brilliant, creative and strong minds of the
youth as they acted in protecting their fictional communities in the community transitions

aaysiigang Sding/Sdang was a collaboration between the Council of the Haida Nation,
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Parks Canada Agency and the Ministry of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development.

PRAYERS 									
Marina Jones, Jiixa Gladys Vandal
HEREDITARY WELCOME								
Gaahlaay Lonnie Young
NOTES, SET-UP AND REGISTRATION
						
Haida Gwaii Institute Students (Winter 2019) and Laura Bishop
workshop. Based on our experience with the
youth, the future is in good hands on Haida
Gwaii!”
•

Youth from the Skidegate Youth Centre took
a trip to the remote west coast village of
Ts’aa.ahl Llnagaay with Hone Mihaka, one
of the forum’s visiting keynote speakers.The
excursion prompted discussion about
how ancestors around the globe lived
in harmony with the ocean and what
that means to youth today.
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AV SUPPORT
								
Ileah Mattice, Guudangnaay ’Laa Pete Moore, Mostafa El Halimi
CATERING
									
Edi Szasz and Crew

